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2,100,000, constituting 58 per cent, of the resultant population.1
The Arabs of Palestine and the neighbouring countries are, however
less inclined now than ever to purchase the promise of material
progress at the price of surrendering Palestine to the Jews. Jewish
offers of material improvement, and President Truman's offer of
generous subsidies to the Arabs if they would accept Jewish large-
scale immigration, overlook the fact that, while many Arabs are
venal, they are accustomed to drive a hard bargain. To many of
them, and those the most influential, the mirage of self-government
is far more attractive than all the prospects of the economic im-
provement of their countries; the masses are accustomed to poverty
and will listen to their own political leaders rather than to foreigners
who offer them opulence with a political 'string' attached. It will
probably be at least two generations before the spread of education
corrects the present over-emphasis on politics and neglect of
economic considerations, unless the process is accelerated by a
social revolution induced from outside the Arab world.

The partial conversion of the Fertile Crescent and Egypt from a
pre-capitalist to a capitalist economy, which has gathered impetus
in the past thirty years, has tended to increase the disparity of
wealth between the very rich and the very poor and to segregate
classes; but it has also called into being a middle-class following
various skilled or semi-skilled professions and occupations, and
enjoying varying levels of wealth and comfort.2 The upper-class
consists of the wealthy landowners and merchants, with no such
sharp division between the two occupations as formerly existed in
some European countries: while some members of a well-to-do
family are concerned with their estates, others engage in commerce.
The long exposure of Egypt to foreign commercial and cultural
1 p. 65.   No less a Zionist authority than Dr. Weizmarm has repeated to the
U.N. Committee on Palestine this figure of one and a half millions for the
potential increase of the Jewish population of Palestine (8 July 1947).
2 cf. the effect of the Industrial Revolution in Britain; Trevelyan, op. cit., 546.
In peninsular Arabia the traditional form of society, that of the Bedouin tribe
and the sedentary oasis, is still uncontaminated by outside influences; but the
presence of enormous quantities of oil and the granting of concessions in
return for much-needed royalties must  inevitably mean the   extension  of
Western influences, which will eventually cause conditions in those parts
of Arabia most affected to resemble those in the Fertile Crescent to-day.